This announcement met with reactions ranging from "so what", "not another anniversary" to a fascination with what it was like in the "olden days". Gradually BIALL's Chair and others (Brian Murray of Legal Library Services in particular) persuaded me to give a session at the conference. Brian was insistent that Liverpool 1970 was part of the heritage of BIALL members and that they ought to be reminded of it from time to time. I should like to acknowledge help in preparing this paper from Mary Blake and Derek Way and the invaluable aide memoire of Mary Blake's history of BIALL (Blake, 2000) . BIALL's first conference was held at Liverpool in September 1970. It had been preceded by two law library workshops at Harrogate in 1968 and 1969. They had been training events where the unique features of legal literature were explored and expounded. The idea of an association emerged from late night discussions during those workshops. A dedicated group of people (Don Daintree, Wallace and Rikki Breem, Willi Steiner, Muriel Anderson, Derek Way, Betty Moys) worked hard over the few months following the 1969 Workshop and an inaugural meeting was held in a basement room at the old building of the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies in London on 22 September 1969. That was the first AGM.
Within a matter of months, two enterprises had been launched which are still central to BIALL's activities today. These were a journal, the Law Librarian (now Legal Information Management) and an annual conference.
Where, when and how much?
Derek Way organised the first conference with Don Daintree, the first Chairman. It was held at the University of Liverpool and delegates were accommodated at Roscoe and Gladstone Halls of Residence, situated in pleasant parkland. Then, as now, the conference was residential with all meals. The conference was advertised in the Law Librarian (1970, 1(2) , 13) at £10 for members who were resident and £4 if non-resident. Non-members were welcome to attend for a small surcharge of 10/-. BIALL made £25 profit.
It is hardly relevant to work out how much the conference fee would be today, because the conference has undergone many changes in the interim. The 1970 conference was one day shorter than now and universities were still finding their way in the provision of conference facilities, which were adequate but basic. Today accommodation, meals, entertainment and facilities for lectures are in keeping with contemporary conference expectations.
Who attended the 1970 conference?
By September 1970, BIALL had 107 members. Thirty five delegates attended the first conference and most were members. Thus about a third of the membership was present, which is similar to attendance levels at recent conferences. In Mary Blake's words, of those 35 delegates In 1970 there were far fewer law publishers than today. Butterworths and Sweet & Maxwell shared most of the market and it should be noted that the fledgling BIALL received invaluable support from both Butterworths and Sweet & Maxwell and practical help in publishing the Law Librarian especially from the late Allan Appleby of Sweet and Maxwell. Professional Books, now defunct, was embarking on reprints and dealt in second hand books. These three publishers sent delegates to the conference. Of the other publishers, OUP and CUP published some law titles, Longmans was about to venture into legal looseleafs and Barry Rose, Jordans and of course HMSO also published law books. Wildy's was the principal law second hand dealer. None sent delegates. Since 1970 law publishing has been transformed by many more companies, the added dimension of database providers and the globalisation of the publishing industry. The 2002 figure for publishers and booksellers is that of delegates: far more were present at the exhibition.
The government and law court sector has also grown, in particular membership from law court libraries has increased, reflecting the growth of libraries in the courts.
The academic sector, which dominated the early association and conferences, has had mixed fortunes. Financial stringency seemed set in recent years to signal the decline of the dedicated subject specialist. However, the establishment of polytechnics, the recent transformation of the university sector and the growth of colleges providing professional courses has increased the number of academic law librarians. The sector is reviving, but has changed since 1970.
The other dominant group at the 1970 conference was from the professional libraries. Their numbers have also grown due to professionalisation and the growth in services in law society and inn libraries.
The greatest contrast in attendance at the 1970 and 2002 conferences was that there were no law firm librarians at the former, although six were members. The growth of law firms, for which the relaxation of the partnership rules by the Companies Act 1985, was a catalyst, has led to a burgeoning of library and information work in the private sector. The rise of the law firm librarian has been the single greatest factor in the development of law librarianship and of BIALL since 1970.
What did it consider?
The 
. in legal information retrieval
Speakers where drawn from amongst academics, librarians and publishers. The pattern of publishing conference papers in the Law Librarian was established after that first conference. Five of the seven papers were published, although they were spread over several issues rather than in one as has been the practice in recent years. The two missing papers were those of most professional interest: they were from librarians -Don Daintree and Wallace Breem.
The five published papers can be read in the Law Librarian. What follows is a summary of the themes and predictions which will give an idea of how perceptive or how far off the mark they were. One of the speakers, wary of prediction, began by warning that "all prophecy is perilous and all the more so in a period of rapid and sustained change such as English law is going through at present" (Hudson 1971) Themes in the law:
• Speakers picked out the increasing significance of legislation, a trend which had already begun with legislation on core common law subjects eg evidence, contract • It was predicted that legislation would continue to reform the law especially in tax, social security, industrial relations and tribunals, patents, health and safety at work, public control and use of land, pollution, local government reform, court reform, criminal law and criminal evidence, and road traffic law. Many of these predictions were already about to happen, so the speaker was not risking much, but it did us no harm to be reminded because of the effect they would have on library holdings. • It was predicted that codification of legislation was unlikely to happen despite the Law Commission's work because the Law Commission chose to begin with the law of contract.
• It was predicted that the interpretation of treaties by reference to other common law jurisdictions and even to civil law would increase.
• It was predicted that Common Market (sic) law would not have much of an impact on ordinary lawyers' law for several years. At the time of the conference the UK and Ireland were not member states and the UK referendum on entry had not been held. But despite this prediction, it was also thought that even if the UK did not enter the Common Market, there would be some changes to the law, in particular to commercial and industrial relations law. The comment on the low impact on lawyers' law was correct for the ten-year time span under consideration. The Common Market had little impact on general practice or on teaching for a long time. Indeed in many university courses it was treated as a special subject, not as part of the law of the land. 
Themes in law library holdings

Themes in law librarianship
BIALL's first chairman was Don Daintree, who was a lecturer in librarianship at Leeds College of Commerce. He became involved in law librarianship because he taught a paper in law for the Library Association course. This led him to organise the two Harrogate workshops, and to become a central figure in setting up BIALL. He was an excellent first chairman. Predictably, at the conference he spoke about future training for law librarians. It was a gloomy picture because the Library Association's new syllabus had drastically reduced the subject papers offered to students. This meant that the law option was eliminated or subsumed elsewhere. The aim was to turn out general all-round librarians and to reduce specialisation at too early a stage. To fill the gap, Leeds was considering a part time course for law librarians, based on two separate intensive weeks and set work at home in between.
Wallace Breem, Librarian of the Inner Temple, gave a brilliantly discursive lecture on the next 10 years in professional law libraries. Instead of predicting trends, he highlighted current issues and in fact set an agenda for action.
• Barristers never look at catalogues; they prefer personal attention from staff whom they know, consequently readers' guides are largely wasted on them.
• Legislation and other materials from the then newly independent Commonwealth countries was difficult to obtain, even when paid for in advance. It is interesting that today the same argument is being used about digitisation and that microfilm has been seen as the proven medium for preservation.
Themes in publishing
Themes emerged throughout the sessions and included:
Substitution of looseleaf works for bound volumes. 
Themes in computing
The conference session on computers concentrated on recent technical developments in the USA and how they might be applied to improve legal information retrieval. Advances in data capture through the development of optical scanning systems would have the great advantage of speed over keyboarding and would enable legal material to be loaded more quickly. Improvements in terminal design included colour monitors, with their potential for enhancing legal research, and an increase in the speed of display to 120 characters per second. It inevitably sounds dated now because technology has developed so rapidly, but at the time it was cutting edge.
Other speakers commented about computers in the context of publishing and legal research. Professor Hudson predicted a far reaching effect on librarians of the suggestion in the Statute Law Society's 1970 report of "using computers for search and retrieval of laws" (Statute Law Society 1970).
David Perry, Legal Sales Director for Butterworths, drew a distinction between what would be technically possible and what would in fact be implemented. He did not expect the full effect of computers on publishing to be felt until well after 1980 and undoubtedly he was correct. His vision of the impact of computers for storing and retrieving legislation, law reports and textbooks was so prophetic that they are worth quoting. After predicting a Lexis/Westlaw type system, and saying that it will be one of several systems available to solicitors from the same terminal, he said -"I expect to be told that a service of this sort will not be accepted by the legal profession -lawyers will not learn to operate computer terminals, they will not find the terminals' output acceptable and in any event they will not be able to afford a service of this sort." "...lawyers will not be able to afford to neglect the service. ..." "Any lawyer who does neglect the service is likely to be negligent in a real sense." (Perry 1971) and he also talked about the necessity of educating "even the most reactionary lawyer" to use the services that computers will bring about. That was written in 1970 and the attitudes he foretold were prevalent for at least 25 years.
Unfortunately the last of his predictions was way off the mark because he did not foresee the changes in the technology itself. He expected law publishers to combine to provide one legal information retrieval system only. This was because the restricted memory of computers would not be able to store the volume of legal material so it would not be viable to have more than one system.
Other conference features
For many years the conference was held in accommodation at a university which had a law library and it became traditional to include a visit to the library in the programme. It might be the only occasion in the year for delegates to see another law collection and it was a valuable educational opportunity. To reinforce the utility of the visit, an article about the library was published in the issue of the Law Librarian preceding the conference.
In 1970 there were two library visits: the Liverpool Law Society Library and the University of Liverpool Law Library. Derek Way's article in the Law Librarian (Way 1970) described the close relationship between the two, and in fact the growth of the latter from the former, which was a feature in many cities for a long time before and after 1970. Unfortunately, the Liverpool Law Society Library had suffered fire damage to much of its stock in 1968 so that conference delegates did not see it at its best. However the tragedy enabled delegates to see a "before and after" state of the stock. The conservation work on smoke and water damaged books was little short of miraculous. On a lighter note, the coach taking the conference party back to the University stalled and delegates had to get out and push start it! Of particular educational value in the visit to Liverpool University Law Library was seeing an academic law library in new premises. The new Law Faculty and Law Library building had provided the opportunity to think through the organisation and arrangement of the library, but the feature of greatest contrast in a 32 year comparison is the size of the stock which was then about 10,000 volumes. The moot court room in the Faculty part of the building was very impressive, but the most memorable feature was the understaffing of the Library: just an Assistant Librarian, with evening student assistants and summer help for stock taking and filing looseleaf supplements. There had been a few new standalone university law library buildings in the 1960s and 70s -the Bodleian Law Library (1964 ), Liverpool (1966 , IALS (1974) -and other new library buildings of which the law collection was a part. More recently, the picture of new law libraries which springs to mind is of either law in a general library building or new law firm premises where the library is a visible prestige feature.
The AGM at Liverpool was the second, the first having been held in a basement room at the Institute. It has been held at the conference ever since in order to attract as large a gathering of members as possible. Something around a third of the members attend, which is good for AGMs and, taken with members' forum and informal discussions, ensures the opportunity for wide participation in the Association. The 1970 AGM was particularly lengthy at I hour. The main business was to adjust the relationship between subscription rates for personal and institutional members which had been skewed at the first AGM. The revised rates were £1 for personal members and £3 for institutional members. The AGM also set up an ad hoc committee to investigate co-operation amongst law libraries and re-elected the previous year's Executive Committee and officers. Somehow the Committee and Officers found time to hold an Executive Committee (now called Council) and several sub-committee meetings, including one which agreed upon Southampton as the venue for the 1971 conference with the theme of government publications.
Today, the trade exhibition is an important feature of the BIALL conference giving delegates the opportunity to catch up with new services and materials and to talk to 30 or more exhibitors. Many of the exhibitors are old friends and their participation in BIALL conferences has always been welcome. So it was at the 1970 conference, although the publishers' exhibition consisted of a few books on a couple of rickety trestle tables.
The informal side of the 1970 conference was as important as today, maybe more so because few of the 35 delegates knew each other. The conference report contained in the Law Librarian (1970, 1(3) , 39) contains allusions to flourishing group socialising.
Continuity and change
This paper was presented at the 2002 conference mainly to remind delegates of their heritage. However, a look back at the concerns of 1970 was not out of place in a conference devoted to current IT activities. Taking the sessions as a whole, it is a little unfair to judge what were ten year predictions from a thirty year perspective, although many of them took longer than the ten years to be fulfilled. Nevertheless, there were some remarkably durable themes and ideas. One lesson from retrospection is that current issues often have a long history, such as a national law library collection and minimum holdings for university law libraries. Another is that the identification of trends, such as those in the law and legal publishing, may take longer to realise than anticipated. The predictions about IT were right on the human front and wrong where the technology itself was involved. IT has changed the working lives of librarians, even to changing the way many identify themselves, from law librarian to legal information professional. The expectation that legal source materials would be available in full text, at a time when other subjects were about to develop indexes or abstracts, showed remarkable foresight. The prediction that many lawyers would not want to accept computer technology was so accurate that it clearly came from a deep knowledge of the profession. However, none of the speakers (or their audience) could have known how fast the technology would develop and the possibilities which it would open up to us today.
